
 1 

Christ the King C 2016 SML 
LK 23:35-43 
 
 There is only one thing in the world that is definitely and 

absolutely your own, and that is your will. Health, power, 

wealth, and honor can all be taken from you, but your will is 

irrevocably your own. Hence, nothing really matters in this life, 

except what you do with your will. And that is what makes the 

story of the two thieves crucified on either side of Our Blessed 

Lord - for there, on the hill of Calvary, was a drama of wills. 

 The Evangelists Matthew and Mark attested that at first, 

both thieves blasphemed. (MT 27:44, MK 15:32) There was no 

such thing as the good thief at the beginning of the Crucifixion. 

But when the thief on the right heard the One in the middle 

forgive His executioners, that thief had a change of heart. 

 He accepted his sorrows. 

 He took up his cross as a way to make up for his sins. 

 He abandoned himself to God’s will, 

 And turned to the rebellious thief on the left, said, “Have 
you no fear of God?” 

 
The question arises in my mind, how this thief could arrive: 

 not only at the knowledge of the Savior’s innocence,  

 but at the knowledge of His divinity 
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 and the knowledge of His kingdom.  

 
 

 He was not a witness of any of Our Blessed Lord’s 
miracles. 

 

 He never heard Him teach. 

 He never saw Jesus’ glory at the Transfiguration. 

He had only seen His disgrace and His humiliation at 

Golgotha. 

How then could the thief recognize in Our Blessed Lord 

Who bore absolutely no resemblance whatsoever to a King, let 

alone the Son of God? 

 His throne was a cross. 

 His headdress was a crown of thorns. 

 His court was two murderers. 

That the thief recognized Christ the King as the Son of 

God was nothing short of a grace from Almighty God. “The 

thief,” wrote St. Ambrose, “came to the knowledge that Christ 

bled for him and not for Himself, and this knowledge enkindled 

in him the fire of Divine Love.” This is what prompted the good 

thief to make his plea, “Jesus, remember me when you enter 

into your kingdom,” and Our Blessed Lord responded with His 
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second words from the Cross, “Amen, I say to you, today, you 

will be with me in paradise.” 

Our Blessed Lord’s response went far beyond the thief’s 

highest hopes. Until now, this man had been: 

 a man of blood. 

 He lived on murder 

 and grown old in hate,  

and low and behold, he is to enter paradise. 

To gain paradise, saintly men and women battled 

strenuously for years against the world and the flesh. To 

render themselves worthy of paradise, these saints: 

 deplored their smallest faults,  

 wept bitter tears, and  

 performed the most painful of penances. 

Whatever else he had stolen in his life, the good thief stole at 

the end a reward he did not deserve. This grayheaded sinner 

merely says, “Lord, remember me,” and boom, he’s in.  

And he’s in today! Not on the last day, not after what might 

seem to have been an eternity in purgatory. What was given to 

the thief was denied the Old Testament greats: the patriarchs 

and the prophets, had to wait centuries. St. Joseph and St. 
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John the Baptist had to wait years. Not this guy. Nope. Today, 

before the sun goes down, this man shall see paradise. 

And get this – “with me!” With Jesus! You would think 

Christ would have reserved that honor for 

 His Blessed Mother,  

 or even John the Beloved who stood at the foot of the 
cross, 
 

 or some other innocent soul. 

Nope. When Jesus entered heaven, he was holding the hand 

of someone who minutes before, was in the grip of Satan!  

This man was, indeed, the most glorious first fruit of His 

Precious Blood. It was as if Jesus carried with Him a trophy of 

victory in the converted thief, as the Redeemer of the world 

and the conqueror of hell!  PAUSE 

What a great story! What a drama of wills: the rebellious 

thief, the good thief, Our Blessed Lord and Satan. 

St. Augustine wrote there are two lessons to be learned 

from the story of one who in his last hour converted and found 

grace. Lesson number one: do not despair. With the grace of 

God, there is always hope that the most hardened can change. 

It is a lesson learned two weeks ago in the Gospel of 
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Zacchaeus: a mercenary tax cheat had a change of heart as 

well. 

Second, and perhaps more importantly, do not sin by 

presumption. In view of the happy death of the thief on the 

right, no one ought to postpone his conversion to the time of 

death. Whoever would do that is most unlike that of the good 

thief. 

He had committed many crimes and disgraceful acts, but 

he did not deliberately remain unrepentant. No! He made use 

of the grace of Almighty God at the very moment he received 

it. Whoever deliberately puts off his conversion to later in life, 

or even to the hour of his death is more like the thief on the left, 

who wanted nothing more to continue his life of sin. For that 

reason, they are in the greatest danger and are playing the 

most terminal form of Russian roulette. 

We need to be like the good thief, and take advantage of 

God’s grace the moment it is received: in Baptism, every time 

we go to Confession, every time we receive Holy Communion. 

According to the example of the good thief, we should draw the 

necessary strength and power from the sight, words and 

wounds of Our Crucified Lord when he said, “Today, you will 

be with me in paradise.” 
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